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Macleay Vocational College Newsletter  

School returns: Monday 21st July , 2025 Enjoy your break everyone!  
 

Phone: 02 65 631 790          Email:   mvcmail@mvwlc.nsw.edu.au          Website: www.mvwlc.nsw.edu.au 

I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate a group of students who  
demonstrated outstanding maturity, initiative, and community spirit on Friday 30th May. 
 

In response to a call for help from the Kempsey Cannonballs Rugby Club, these students  
volunteered to assist with a much-needed clean-up of the clubhouse. Without complaint or 
hesitation, they rolled up their sleeves and got to work ð cleaning out the changerooms, 
storeroom, canteen, and removing damaged furniture and old stock. The next jobs involved  
hosing, sweeping, mopping floors, and then re-installing freezers to help the club prepare for 
the weekendôs games. 
 

The club manager was thrilled to 
see the students involved and 
deeply appreciated their efforts. 
Maurice and I had asked several 
students to assist, but it was this 
group who showed true grit and a 
willingness to get stuck in and  
support their community. 
 

When you see them around,  
I encourage you to offer a positive  
affirmation for their efforts.  
 

Thank you Hunter, Lilly, Zander, Rico, Lachlan, and Arlen.     Sav 

MVC COMMUNITY SPIRIT AFTER THE KEMPSEY FLOODS 

mailto:mvcpa@mvwlc.nsw.edu.au
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MAY 2025 KEMPSEY FLOOD 
 

At the end of May flooding waters came over the Kempsey 
levy banks and went under Coles and through some shops in 
the middle of town. The Kempsey bridge was closed and the 
netball courts were completely under with only the goal rings 
showing out of the water. Even the train bridge was nearly  
underwater! MVC had to close down for a week because staff 
and students couldnôt get to the school. The power was out  
too so the food in the canteen was not suitable for eating.  

 

After the water went down,  
everyone started the cleanup. 
There was rubbish everywhere 
and dirt from the mud. All of the 
stuff in the shops was damaged 
so was piled up outside on the pathway.  Zach 
 

Lachlan interviewed some of our staff and students about how the floods affected them and 
their families. Below are some of the comments: 
 

Pigeon was flooded in and couldnôt come to town. 
Water was rushing down the hill near his house 
and carrying huge rocks that he had to try and 
stop wrecking his house. He had to work really 
hard in the heavy rain to direct the water away 
from his house.  
 

Farleyôs family dairy farm is on the river and was 
very flooded. The house is built up very high but 
things that were in the sheds had to be cleaned 
out after the water went through them. He had to 
have a couple days off work to help with the clean 
up at the farm. 

 

Desi had her own flood in the College canteen just before the 
town flooded, when a hose broke in the dishwasher. She had 
to ópaddleô through ankle deep water to turn off the machine. 
 

 

A number of staff and students were stuck in Crescent Head 
or South West Rocks for days.  
 

Bianca was stuck between flooded 
roads so she couldnôt get to  
Crescent Head or Kempsey.  
 

Lilly was working lots at  
Foodworks in Crescent Head and 
they were getting food flown in by 
helicopters. She said people were 

           coming in all the time asking for 
things that the supermarket 
had run out of.  
 

Israel was posting updates 
on the Macleay Valley 
Floodwatch page on  
FaceBook about the  
flooded Corduroy.  
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 MAY 2025 KEMPSEY FLOOD  
 

Gavin was on the ABC news. He took a  
 reporter in his boat and managed to avoid   
 the fence posts that were underwater which   
 made them hard to see. He put in a lot of   
 time and effort with help from Trent and   
 Jake, to move cattle to high ground before   
 the flood waters came over the levy banks   
 and then had to move them back after the    
 water went down.  

They also found time to help fellow farmers 
with the flood emergency that was gripping 
Kempsey and the broader Macleay Valley, 
helping out with the Rural Connect Ag (RCA) 
Kempsey Hay Drop. Gavin, remaining positive, 
could see a silver lining in the dark clouds.  

ñNothing like farming on water and as they say, you 
can make money from mud but not much from dust,ò 
exclaimed Gavin. 
 

Lea-Ann was gaining valuable work experience  
helping with the fodder drop for Kevin Wisemantle. He 
was co-ordinating emergency fodder drops to the  
local farmers.   Well done MVC Mud Army! 

CANTEEN TIMES 
 

MVCôs canteen chef Desi is the person who keeps 
us well fed and working through the day has had a 
busy term satisfying our hungry stomachs.  
 

Desi would like to thank all the students and staff 
who have stepped in and stepped up to lend a hand 
in the canteen this term.  
 

Desi said to our roving reporter, ñSo many staff and 
students have offered to help in so many waysð
from sweeping, cleaning, serving, unpacking boxes 
and stocking the shelves.ò 
 

Regular students who have displayed their helpfulness included: Aaliyah, Miranda, Josh,  
 Atticus, CJ, Cailin and Jesse (sorry if we missed  
 anyone). Also numerous staff have stepped in but    
 a special thanks goes to Nicole who often fills in if  
 Desi is away, sick or injured.  
 

 The College thanks all those who have shown  
 leadership in assisting with the smooth daily  
 operations of the canteen.  
 

 ñIt has been really, really appreciated.  
 Love from Desi.ò  
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STAGE 5 PHOTGRAPHIC AND DIGITAL MEDIA 
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPY  

DORRIGO RAINFOREST EXCURSION 
 

We recently went with our LAT group to  
Dorrigo Rainforest which is elevated 762  
metres above sea level.  Here the air is 
clear and because of the elevation it is much  
thinner. The thin air made it difficult for some  
of our students who are vapers, with one  
student needing to be piggy-backed up the  
final hill by myself. 

 

We went to Crystal Showers Falls which was beautiful as shown in these pictures. The  
national park has 30 different types of mammals, 128 kinds of birds, 44 species of  
amphibians and reptiles, and there are several protected plants and animals in the park,  
including the Satin Bowerbird, the Australian Brush Turkey, the Superb Lyrebird, the  
Common Ringtail possum and the Wompoo Fruit-dove.    
 

It was unfortunate that we werenôt able to complete the full trek but I would highly recommend 
our VC trekking to anyone who is interested. There will be more river trekking with Brad next 
term and all are welcome.             Atticus  
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PRIMARY INDUSTRIES  
COMPETITIONS 

 

At Wingham Beef Week it started raining in my age 
group and my steer decided to lie down in the ring. 
Even with that happening, the judge called me over 
and moved me into the finals, which I won,  
becoming the 17yrs Champion Parader. Then I went 
into the final championship for all ages up to 25yrs 
(480 competitors) and I became the Reserve  
Champion overall.        Hunter 
 

ñWe were all very proud of his success,ò  
announced Gavin.  
 
 
 

We went to the Royal Easter Show in Sydney for a 
week. Hunter led the Collegeôs steer in the Hoof and 
Hook Competition but it didnôt do very well. We 
washed and prepared animals for judging and some 
of us learnt how to clip the steers. We were  
interviewed about the College by an ABC reporter.  
 

We stayed in a scout hall for the week and went  
tenpin bowling and to laser tag one night, except for 
Hunter who was working at the showground looking 
after cattle.     
 

Lea-Ann, Caitlin and Hunter 

MVC STUDENTS CONSULTED FOR LOCAL FIVE YEAR PLAN 
 

Kate Munro from Luminosity Youth Development Solutions led a discussion with our students  
to get their thoughts and ideas on improving the wellbeing of Kempsey youth.  
 

The Kempsey Local Drug Action Team is developing a five year action plan and are keen to 
hear what the youth of the area think should be the priorities of the plan.  
 

Kate is a consultant for the local 
team and asked students from all 
the local schools what they thought 
was working well and not so well in 
tackling drug and alcohol abuse in 
the Macleay Valley.   
 

The next step is that Kate takes 
the suggestions and ideas to the 
KLDAT to inform them as they  
develop their five year action plan. 
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ATTICUS REPRESENTS MVC  
ON ANZAC DAY 

 

I had no sleep the night before the event so was dead 
tired but it was good to march to remember the sacrifice 
of Australian soldiers throughout our history.  
 

We started in the carpark of the service station near the 
netball courts and we marched with everyone down  
Belgrave St and across the bridge keeping our heads 
held high for the ANZAC Day commemoration.  
 

Everyone gathered at The Cenotaph to stand for the Last Post and to hear the stories of the 
wars. Then we took it in turns to lay wreaths at the base of The Cenotaph.  
 

Megan, Sally, Kris, Patrick and Brooke marched with me. It was a shame that I was the only 
student to represent the College but as the schoolôs captain I was happy to participate.   

MVC STUDENTS HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF KEMPSEY 
 

On Monday, May 12th, our outstanding student leaders, Lilly and Atticus, were given a 
unique opportunity to represent Macleay Vocational College at Kempsey Shire Council. 
Brooke accompanied our students, as they joined with student leaders from Kempsey High, 
Melville High, Kempsey Adventist School and St Paulôs College to meet with Kempsey 
Mayor Kinne Ring and councillors for a youth-led workshop on the Community Strategic 
Plan. 
 

The workshop centred on three key questions: �:�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Z�H���Q�R�Z�"���:�K�H�U�H���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�H���O�L�N�H���W�R��
�E�H�"���$�Q�G���K�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���J�H�W���W�K�H�U�H�"��These discussions aimed to give young people a voice in 
shaping the future of the Kempsey community. 
 

Lilly and Atticus worked closely with Councillor Annette Lawrence, sharing their ideas and 
concerns on behalf of their peers. Some of their key suggestions included improving local 
roads and pathways to increase safety, installing more street lighting and CCTV, allocating 
subsidised housing for students and apprentices, and developing a 24-hour Community 
Recreational Hub to provide safe and inclusive spaces for young people. 
 

Their thoughtful contributions and leadership truly reflected the values of our school. Lilly 
and Atticus engaged meaningfully with councillors and peers, demonstrating passion,  
confidence and a genuine commitment to their community. 
 

The event concluded with a pizza lunch, generously provided by Kempsey Shire Councilð
much to Atticusô delight! ñThen we went 
to Tumblegum which was delicious!ò 
proclaimed Lilly and Atticus. 
 

We are incredibly proud of Lilly and  
Atticus for representing MVC with such 
pride and enthusiasm, and for helping 
to build stronger partnerships within our 
wider community.    
 

Brooke 


