
  

2025 STUDENT LEADERS  

I hope you all will join with me in congratulating  
Atticus and Lilly who have been voted in as student 
leaders for 2025. These two young people are great 
examples to their classmates, and are wonderful 
encouragers to staff and students every day.   

 

Congratulations Atticus and Lilly!    
      

Phillip 

School returns: Monday 28th April 2025 Have a great holiday!  
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BRAD TELLS THE WORLD ABOUT MVC 
 

Our journalist extraordinaire, Bradley, has successfully had one of his articles published in an 
international education magazine. He has described trekking with students as building  
self-confidence and resilience, which leads to re-engagement with education.  
 

Below is an extract from Bradôs article in consiliumeducation.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On student re-engagement in a disadvantaged town 
 

Brad Maitland looks at the impact of alternative programmes at a small independent school in 
Australia on teenagers who have become disengaged with the education system. 
 

A mandate to be different 
 

Many schools across New South Wales in Australia are struggling with student numbers,  
student attendance and the ability to make learning relevant and fun. For a small independent 
school on the Mid-North Coast, (set up primarily to get kids off the streets and re-engage them 
in education), the job of winning over jaded, street-wise school refusers is hard. 
 

Macleay Vocational College has a mandate to be different from its peers, an obligation to  
experiment with educational delivery that satisfies NESA (New South Wales Education  
Standards Authority) requirements while keeping learners engaged in a manner they didnôt 
experience in mainstream settings. 
 

One of the mainstay programs we offer to our learners is River Trekking. This activity takes 
place in the traditional country of the Dunghutti. This is an outdoor activity that combines 
swimming along stretches of river and creek, snorkelling, rock climbing, navigation, and  
plotting courses through unfamiliar terrain with the aim of reaching a hidden waterfall, far  
outside of the public purview. Such waterfalls are only available to those seekers willing to 
challenge themselves enough to experience areas which most of the public will never witness. 
 

Impact 
 

For our students, many of whom struggle with significant problems in their personal lives, river 
trekking removes them from the urban environment and immerses them in nature, placing 
them back into traditional country. It is within the deep forests that, for our students, the  
healing process begins. The health benefits from time spent river trekking are legion. Lower 
stress levels, mood enhancement, boosting the immune system, lowering blood pressure,  
improved sleep quality and increased energy levels. A long trek allows our students to bond 
with one another and form lasting friendships with the accompanying teachers and Elders.  
These relationships translate directly into the  
classroom and result in respect, understanding,  
co-operation and better outcomes for both teachers 
and students. 
 

All participants on these excursions must use teamwork to 
overcome physical barriers and arduous terrain. They  
discover that no objects placed in their paths are  
insurmountable. The parallels with life outside school are 
not lost on our young men and women. 



3 

e 

YAWAYI  PHILLIP 
 

As one of Lillyôs first duties as a School Leader, she conducted an 
interview with our new principal, Phillip Wilson, so the  
community could get to know him.  
 
What brought you to MVC? 
I saw the advertisement about the principal position so I did lots of 
research about the College. I was very excited about how it helps 
a whole lot of people, not just students. 
  

 
Where is your hometown? 
I would say my hometown is all of New South Wales because I have worked in different 
schools across the state. I love living in regional towns though. 
 

What do you like about MVC? 
I like that the students are genuine. I also like that we can look 
at flexible ways of helping everyone and that the students who 
need help are given help very quickly. I like the things that we 
do like providing breakfast, recess and lunch and I like that we 
have experts who can help with student needs both inside and 
outside of College. I like the bus runs provided by the College 
and the river treks, even though I havenôt gone on one yet, but 
Brad keeps asking me.  
 

How are you feeling about it so far?  
I feel appreciated and I feel appreciative. I wish that many of 
the great things that happen here happened in the other 
schools that Iôve worked at in the past.  
 
  Welcome to MVC, Phillip. 
 
 

YEAR 12 HAVE A TASTE OF UNIVERSITY LIFE 
 

During week seven a group of Year 12 students went to Newcastle to have a look at two  
universities.  
 

Firstly we went to Newcastle Uni and visited 
their Wollatuka institute where we talked with 
staff members about university pathways and  
different scholarships we could apply for. 
 

After a barbecue lunch we went to Avondale  
University and checked into the dorm rooms  
on the campus. In the evening we had time for 
some shopping, arcade games and dinner.  

 

We even caught up with 
Tasi, which was a nice  
surprise.  
 

The next morning some uni students talked to us about their courses 
then showed us around, which was when we saw Eddie, who was a  
student teacher at VC last year. We then did some nursing activities, 
such as CPR, because Avondale is ranked Australiaôs number one  
undergraduate nursing course for overall educational experience.  
 

Thanks to Sav and Wendy for taking us.      Student contribution 
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CELEBRATING OUR 2024 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

Our 2024 Presentation Day marked the end of the school year.  
 

Pat Farley and Megan emceed the event that saw the students presented  
with class awards and school community awards.  
 

After the Welcome to Country by Latesha and  
Acknowledgement by Tyran we heard from the Chair of the  
College Board, Narelle Moulton.  

 

Later, Alice and Nyssa, thanked the staff on behalf of the students and Peter, 
our interim principal, farewelled the community and introduced the newly  
appointed MVC principal, Phillip Wilson.  
 

The formalities were followed by a relaxed and delicious barbecue lunch with 
the College community.  
  
Special Awards  
Defence Force Leadership Awards ð Tyran, Hunter, Jordan & Nyssa 
Day Without Laughter (in honour of Deon Wesble) ð Tasi 
Leadership in the VC Community ð Hunter & Nyssa  
Put Your Hand Up Award ðTyran & Tashaea 
Barefoot Scientist (in honour of Lucas Komar) ð Tyran 
Attendance Award ð Raz & Lilly 
Citizenship Awards ð Josh, Lilly & Jordan 
West Kempsey Rotary Citizenship ð Hunter 
Pramilas Foundation for Tertiary Education ð Nyssa 
Principal Award ð Damiella, Lavenda & Wyatt 
Dux of Year 12 ð Nyssa 
Rueben F Scarf ð Janaya  
Most Improved Major/Project Work ð Jordan & Emily 
Goodwill & Community Spirit ð Lavenda 
Best Writing Students ð Rico & Evie 
Language and Cultural Awareness ð Kiahn & Kieran 
Sporting Person of the Year ð Brontee  
VET and Workplacement ð Brooke & Isabella 

Year 11 

Year 9 

Year 12 

Year 10 
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CELEBRATING WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
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PATTERNS IN NATURE 
 

Year 12 Visual Design and Visual Arts 
students explored the natural patterns 
found at Lighthouse Beach, Arakoon,  
for their latest project.  
 

They captured visual data through  
photography and sketches, then  
translated their findings into printed  
repeat patterns.  
 

The excursion provided rich  
inspiration, and students effectively applied 
their observations to create unique designs, 
showcasing their creative skills.   Monika 

TEAM WORK EXCURSIONS 
 

This year we have arranged our student body into groups of mixed ages and they start each 
day in a home room covering topics that are part of the PDHPE course.  
 

This has given the groups an opportunity to get to know one another and our Wellbeing Team 
the chance to check in on student mental health.  
 

Each group went on a team building excursion during the term. They had a beach day, learnt 
to ice skate, played laser tag, solved puzzles in an escape room or went on a river trek.  
 

 
Students and staff 
had a wonderful 
time, especially  
having to work  
together to learn new 
skills, solve problems 
and reach an  
ultimate goal for the 
team.  


